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The weekend of March 9th and 10th was a monumental time for the parish family of St Basil's. Father Gabriel
Cupsa was ordained into the Holy Diaconate on Saturday and into the Holy Priesthood by His Eminence
Gerasimos of San Francisco. This period of time was incredibly joyous, and filled with many emotions, most
couldn't even begin to describe these events, as truly, there are no words that can express the feelings of such
an awe-inspiring Mystery of the Church. Originally from Romania, Father Gabriel and his Presvytera Iulia,
came to America to finish schooling and to one day serve as a priest here where priests aren't nearly as
abundant as they are in their homeland. This has been a few years in the making and Father Pete, as well as the
entire parish, is overjoyed to have Father Gabriel here to begin his ministry in Christ. As Father Gabriel
embarks on this new chapter of his life, we are truly overjoyed to welcome him and Presvytera into our family.
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Message from Fr. Gabriel & Pres. lulia
R
Dear beloved St. Basil’s community,

From the very first moments of hearing that we would be assigned here in Stockton, we have been overjoyed
and extremely grateful that this community, still foreign to us, would welcome us into their midst, that we
would grow together in faith and share the same commitment and call to serve one another and, together, our
Lord.

However, we had no knowledge about what we were about to experience on this new journey. A little scared
and nervous, we stepped into this new chapter that was about to begin with a lot of different, unknown, and
challenging missions, in June 2023.

Never could we have imagined that this community of St. Basil's would welcome us with so much love and
support, touch our hearts so profoundly, and change our lives in a way that only God can, through His people
and His heavenly blessings.

The days of March 9th and 10th 2024 have proven to us that all the events in our lives that have brought us to
this point were given from above by God, and his hands have been at work all along.

We want you to know how special it was for us that such a momentous event in our lives happened here at St.
Basil's, and every day of our lives we will remember those precious moments and the privilege of beginning
this clergy journey here with all of you present.

We thank you from the bottom of our hearts for the trust you have placed in us and for the privilege of
serving as your Assistant Priest alongside Father Pete. He and Presvytera Angie have been like guardian
angels to us since we arrived here, and we are beyond grateful to them for placing us under their protective
wings.

We thank you also for accepting us with all our shortcomings, and we ask you to forgive us for any mistakes
we make and for the lack of experience we have, but we ask for God’s help to guide us and give us wisdom in
all that will face us from now on in the mission He has handed on to us.

We will bear your names in our hearts everywhere we go, as you are the first dear souls the Lord has
entrusted to us to shepherd towards salvation.

With all our love,

Father Gabriel and Presvytera Iulia



Stewardship

Let everyone give as his heart tells him, neither grudgingly, nor under
compulsion, for God loves the man that gives cheerfully. (2 Cor. 9:7)

Quick Numbers to Keep you Up to Date

$133,536 has been pledged through March 17

$48,451.27 has been received through February 29, 2024
At the end of January we were on track to exceed our goal
e We are at 14.46% of our annual goal

To be on track, we should be at 16.66%

Stewardship means making a regular commitment of one’s

Time, Talent and Treasure to God and His Church.

Q: How much should I give?
A: The foundations of Christian stewardship is both from
Scripture and the teachings of our Lord. You may have heard the
term tithing (the word tithe literally means tenth in Hebrew), and
this refers to the biblical giving goal of 10% of your household
income to your local church (Lev. 27:30; Num. 18:25-28; Deut.
14:22-24; 2 Chron. 31:5-6). Yet, we also hear from our Lord Jesus
Christ that true giving is when we offer sacrificially “all that we
have” (Luke 21:4), “store up your treasures in heaven” (Matt.
6:20), “it is more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35), “for
God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Cor. 9:7). With this in mind, you are
invited to prayerfully reflect on your own household income, and
make your offering based on what you receive. Consider also
what you offer to Christ’s Church in comparison to your monthly
utility/service payments. (“Am | giving my phone more than my
Church?”) Use the chart to the right as a guide.

My Weekly Gift

ﬁ:l':::: 2.5% 5% 10%
$20,000 $9.60 $19.25 $38.50
$50,000 $24.00 $48.00 $96.00
$75,000 $36.00 $72.00 $144.00
$100,000 $48.00 $96.00 $192.00
$250,000 $120.00 $240.00 $480.00

Donate Here
or Use the QR Code

good & faithful

servant

STEWARDSHIP
MINISTRY



https://gosaintbasil.org/donate-online/
https://gosaintbasil.org/donate-online/

Procession of the Holy Icons
Sunday of Orthodoxy, March 24

The first Sunday of Great Lent we celebrate the victory of the icons in 843 by St Theodora the
Empress. That year, St Theodora ended the iconoclastic period, or the period of the removal and
destruction of icons, that had been an on and off issue since 726, and this Sunday has been
commemorated as the "Triumph of Orthodoxy." During this service, the faithful of all ages
processed around the nave of the church holding icons of the Lord, patron saints and various feast
days. As this joyful procession ended, Fr Pete read the synodikon of the 7th Ecumenical Council,
which is a brief summary of all that we as Orthodox Christians believe.

Annunciation/Greek Independence Day Program

Catechism classes started up again at
St. Basil’s on March 18! Over a period
of 8 weeks, the classes will take place
every Monday evening, after the Great
Compline service. We look forward to a
fruitful season and we welcome all
those who want to join our Orthodox
family!




Palm Sunday Luncheon

FOLLOWING PALM SUNDAY SERVICES, WE WILL
- ONCE AGAIN HAVE OUR PALM SUNDAY

TRADITIONAL FISH LUNCHEON

ent is a time for spiritual healing and renewal. Towards tha enc
ct time for the Sacrament of Confession. Our Lord, who has 1 '
ins, gave this authority to the Apostles (John 20:22-23), and thro
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[Lazarus Saturday
Youth Retreat

April 2
9:30am- 3pm

GRADES K-12

DIVINE LITURGY - LENTEN BREAKFAST- TYING OF
THE PALM CROSSES - MUSIC - BIBLE LESSON-
CRAFTS & MORE

Contact Ir. Gabriel
to Register

= frgabriel@gosaintbasil.org



ST. BASIL
OCMC MISSIONS UPDATE

APRIL 21 2024

Anastasia Barksdale, OCMC Parish Engagement Coordinator,
will visit our parish and offer a special Mission presentation
on OCMC and Orthodox mission work around the world
following the Divine Liturgy service.

Hear the latest updates about OCMC's missionary efforts
worldwide and learn how YOU can help spread the Good
News of Jesus Christ to the ends of the earth.

by E-mail a.barksdale@ocmc.org

Visit www.ocme.org for more information @ ‘ M ‘
Contact Anastasia at: Phone: (925) 303-3826 or

™ ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN MISSION CENTER

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE

Palm Sunday
6:30pm Bridegroom Service

Holy Monday
6:30pm Bridegroom Service

Holy Tuesday
9:30am Presanctified Liturgy
6:30pm Bridegroom Service

Holy Wednesday
3:00pm Unction,
6:30pm Matins of Mystical Supper
(Unction to follow)

Holy Thursday
6:00am Vesperal Liturgy of the Mystical Supper
6:30pm Service of the 12 Gospels
( Procession of the Cross)

Holy Friday
9:00am Royal Hours
3:00pm Removal from the Cross
7:00pm The Lamentations

Holy Saturday
9:30am Vesperal Liturgy
11:00pm Pre-Resurrection Service
(Pascha Meal to Follow)

GREAT & HOLY PASCHA
11:00am Agape Vespers

+

* GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH
SAINT BASIL

STOCKTOM, CALIFORNIA
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Epitafio Flowers
WE ARE KINDLY REMINDING
EVERYONE THAT AS ALWAYS WE
WILL BE DECORATING OUR
LORDS EPITAFIO (TOMB) WITH
BEAUTIFUL FLOWERS. IF
ANYONE WOQULD LIKE TO
DONATE TOWARDS THIS
BLESSED TRADITION, PLEASE
MAIL A CHECK TO THE OFFICE
WITH EPITAFIO FLOWERS IN
THE MEMO,
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RESURRECTION GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH INVITES YOU TO THE
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KING SISCIPLES |
OF ALL NATIONS

OCMC PAN ORTHODOX MISSION AWARENESS DINNER

Resurrection Greek e M
Orthodox Church o

20104 Center Street | Castro Valley, CA. 94546

Sunday, April 7

Pan Orthodox Vespers at 5:00 p.m.
Dinner & Program Immediately Following Vespers

DINNER WILL BE PROVIDED
FREE WILL OFFERING ENCOURAGED

(Proceeds will benefit OCMC ministries around the world.)

Featured Speaker:

Join us to hear about the latest news and Anastasia Pamela
happenings of OCMC's missionary efforts Barksdale
from around the world. Discover how you OCME Paish Ehgagement Coskdindtor

& Former Missionary to Albania

can live out Christ's last command to:
"go and make disciples of all nations."

Special Missions Presentation By:

Shannon Todd

OCMC Missionary Serving
with Project Mexico

To register and donate online, go to:
www.ocmc.org/Castro-Valley

AW

For questions, please contact: REGISTER
Local Event Chair Renee Talyor at renee@resurrectiongoc.com, or
OCMC Event Coordinater Elaine Drikakis at elained@ocmc.org ON LINE BY
Donations can be mailed (payable to OCMC with ‘Castro Valley' in the mema) to: APR I L 3!
220 Mason Manatee Way | 5t. Augustine, FL 32086

TO DONATE ONLINE, SCAN THE QR CODE OR VISIT THE EVENT WEBSITE.
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s Coffee Hour

Here at St. Basil we have a wonderful tradition of
Fellowship and Hospitality J
Coffee Hour is a special part of that tradition.

COFFEE HOUR SERVES TO:
- L encourage fellowship
catch up with friends
9 welcome newcomers
- encourage conversation
5 ®

’5’ ™ bring snacks & juice
D """‘ 3 brew coffee
. set out food & beverages
. O clean up

, @ o Hosting is simple!
2
;

Please volunteer to host a Coffee Hour! s "
Call the office at (209) 478-7564 ® E
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12 Days -

Escorted Tour by Exoticca

Delight in the fascinating sights of Turkey, from the bazaars of Istanbul
to the fairy chimneys of Cappadocia. Cruise on the Bosphorus, discover
the caves of the Goreme Valley and visit the Cotton Castle of
Pamukkale. Discover the ancient ruins of Ephesus before discovering
the heritage of Izmir and Canakkale at the archaeological sites of

Pergamon and Troy!

INCLUDES: Superior Accomodations, Transfers, Activities / Tours, All

Breakfasts, Optional flights.

Prices starting from $1,399* per person (land only)
$2,599pp (estimated) with flights from SFO
$250 Deposit

* Prices are subject to change

and are based on Double
Occupancy.
(209) 800 4951
4755 Quail Lakes Dr. Suite B
Stockton, CA

www.expediacruises.com/Stockton

CST: 2152622-40

10 Nights in Turkey
October 6, 2024

Trip Highlights
® Ankara

(» Cappadocia
@ Efeso

© Istanbul

@ lzmir

» Pamukkale
@ Troy
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For cruise booking information,
call or email Katie Koutsoulis

& Expedia Cruises

Air. Land & Sea Vacations




Stewardship
@ way of lfe

Nick Aftias

Dean & Ruth Alexander
Spilios & Georgia Aliferis
Kiki Allison

Angelo & Olympia Anagnos
Popi Anagnos

Karim & Kristen Azar

Mary Ann Barrous

Robert & Marie Basso
Becky Bennetto

Paul & Stephanie Bestolarides

Steve, Doreen & Danny Bestolarides

Ted & Kelly Bestolarides
Jim & Terri Blum

Michael & Christina Boettger
John & Sunday Borges

Jim & Mary Bravos

James & Angela Brusa

Buck & Mary Carroll
Stephen Chiarchianis

Tom & Deana Chiarchianis
George & Janice Chimiklis
Emily Clifford

Joseph Compton

Michael & Stephanie Craig
George & Victoria Crosthwaite
Fr. Gabriel & Pres. lulia Cupsa
Joseph Dominguez

Robert DuBois

Jessica Emery

Gabriel Enescu

Fred & Katie Everly

Nick & Jesslyn Farros
Denise Facaros

llias & Lisa Fidentzis
Michael & Edna Fields

Bill & Susan Filios

Barbara Frances

Michael & Patti Frangadakis
Charles (CJ) & Yumi Frank
Ray & Anastasia Fulton
Renee Garcia

Kaia Gardemeyer

Aaron & Helen Garner
Emanuel Geralis

William & Angela Gibson
Konstantinos & Sofia Giourousis
Elias & Rana Goriye
Edward & Sali Graham
Stella Graham

William & Sylvia Hanania
William & Sylvia Heinrich
Kirstin Herron

Mike & Kristi Hyllen

Barbara Johns

Michael Johnson & Despina Tsampis Johnson
Sandra Houthi's

Tasso & Gertie Kandris
Kostas & Dimitra Kapiniaris
George & Kathy Kaplanis
Dimitros & Maria Karapanos
Anna Karelis

Joanna Karelis

Robert & Katherine Kassab
Barry Keane

Angelina & Alan Keigley
Demetra Kouchis

Peter & Lori Koulouris

Nasi & Katie Koutsoulis
Ghazwan Krnfli & Barea Ghandour
Despina “Dessie” Ksidakis
Anastasios E. Laios
Alexandra Leonidou

Leo & Vasiliki Lewis

Thank You
2024 Stewards

Chris & Renee Livanios
Jim & Anastasia Lofas
Michael & Beth Louis
Gayle Maduros

Krystalo Mandarakas
Helen Manolatos

Danny Manos

Diana Manos

Gary & Deana Mariani
Michael Mckiever

Peter & Mary Mitracos
Tyler Musser

Jim & Niki Natsis

Moses Navarro

Jonathan & Angela O’Connor
Kimberly Palacioz

JoAnne Panagopoulos
Nick & Elena Panos

Vicki Papachristos

Lenna Papadimatos
Dimetra Papadogiannis
Wilma Papadogiannis
Andrew & Jennifer Pappas
John & Paula Pappas
Hariklia Paraskevopoulos
Don & Cynthia Pascarella
George Pascut

Despina Peppas

Katina Perris

Dean & Marie Poullos
Robert & Kathryn Prucyk
Charles & Liberty Ramirez
Jonathan Reyes

Garen Rishard

Kerie Rishwain

Ray & Georgianna Rishwain
Gus & Catherine Ropalidis



Stewardship
@ way of lfe

Barry & Alexis Ruhl

Theoni V. Salcedo

Roberta Sardell

Alexandra Schoonover
John & Rose Mary Siliverdis
Tracey Sittig

John & Evette Sola

Nagui & Laila Sorour

Erin Sotiras

Fr. Pete & Pres. Angie Sotiras

Spanos Family

James Spanos

Jim Spanos

Michael & Helene Spanos

Nick & Dolores Spanos
William & Maria Stamos
Shamla Tounou

Phyllis Trachiotis

Paul & Christine Tsampis
Mike Tsarnas

Eraclis & Marianthe Tsirelas
Mark & Joann Tsirelas

John Tsirelas

Niki Tsirelas

Stanley Tzikas

Juan & Kelly Valenzuela
Donna Vasiliou

Anthony & Danielle Vasquez

Thank You
2024 Stewards

Ellece Papas Vasti
George Octavian Velis
Rodama & Vasilios Veziris
Jerry Victor

Kathryn Walkowiec
Steven J. Walton

Steven N. Walton
Christine Wiebe

Pete & Valli Wigt

Carla Wolf

Bobbe Xenos

Creighton & Bertha Younnel
Elpida Zahos

Maria Zarefakis

Reminder: Please send in your commitment card.

(List updated as of March 31, 2024)

+ 4+

Basilian Angels

Angelo & Olympia Anagnos
Dea & Ron Berberian
James & Mary Bravos
Michael & Edna Fields

Emanuel Geralis

Alexandra & Carol Leonidou

Diana Manos

Gary & Deana Mariani
Barry & Alexis Ruhl
Tracey Sitting
Michael & Helene Spanos
Eraclis & Marianthe Tsirelas
Steve Walton




Basilian Boosters

Basso & Associates
EXCHANGE REALTY

Robert Basso

REALTOR

2027 GRAND CANAL BLvD #27
STOCKTON CA 95207

I'm Here to Help
railable any tim.

Email: Kristie@LoansByKristie.com

A=

Website: LoansByKristie.com

KRISTIE ANAGNOS

LOAN ADVISOR - ELK GROVE BRANCH - NMLS #1326833

1209.747.1863

9245 LAGUNA SPRINGS DR. SUITE 200 OFFICE 241, ELK GROVE, CA, 95758

f\—‘@%
gy kRisTIE (/. com

Direct 209-644-1714 [/ Office 209-951-2115
c2lexc@aol.com / Cell 209-403-6996

Kelley Bestolarides
Ted H. Bestolarides, CPA

1502 St. Marks Plaza, Suite 8
Stockton, CA 95207

(209) 951-1040 Work
(209) 951-2100 Fax

kelley@thbcpa.com

e
ENGEL&VOLKERS

Anna Karelis

Global Real Estate Advisor

+1 209-200-2102

203 S. Arlington Avenue, Reno, NV 89501

anna.karelis@evrealestate.com
annakarelis.evrealestate.com

NV 5. 0196050 | CA DRE # 02147542

Reno | Lake Tahoe

Looking to buy or sell property in Nevada: Tahoe,
Reno, Carson Valley? Interested in a referral for a
Realtor in Athens, Cabo, or other countries?
Call me for any real estate questions for help.
Turning DREAMS into REALITIES

=, el
- "-----l
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Saint Basil Greck Orthodux Church Hall chtal

FAITH-BASED
Weddings
Baprisms

First Communions
Quincenerias
Memorials

FUNDRAISERS

Crab Feeds
School

Sports

Our remodeled rental facility holds
up to 380 people with an expandable

partitioned wall for smaller events.

Dance, Cheer,
Gymnastics or Band

Youth Groups
OTHER EVENTS
Birthdays, Sweet 16

Anniversaries

Call Veronica Gatrousis @ 925-368-6556

or email HallRental @ gosaintbasil.org

920 West March Lane Stockton CA

www.gosaintbasil.org

Reunions

Art Show, Gallery Exhibit

Meetings, Conferences

Chamb:r Df Commc.rcc
EVCDL'S
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St Basil Greek Orthodox Church
920 W. March Ln.
Stockton CA 95207

Church Website: gosaintbasil.org
email: office@gosaintbasil.org
Office: 209-478-7564
Facebook: @StBasilGOCStockton
Instagram: stbasil _stockton
Basilian email: basilian@gosaintbasil.org

Rev. Fr. Panagiotis Sotiras
frsotiras@gosaintbasil.org

Rev. Fr. Gabriel Cupsa
frgabriel@gosaintbasil.org



